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Subscription  $1 .00  per  yeor. 
Refunded  with  $10  purchose. 
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December  1950  Vol.  3-11 

STANDING  LIBERTY 
U.  S.  HALF  DOLLARS 

1916  D Mint,  Br.  Unc $6.00 

1917  Brilliant  Uncirculated..  U.00 

1917  D Mint,  Rev,  Br.Unc 37. 50 

1917  D Mint,  Obvj  Br.  Unc....22.5o 

1918  Fine  2 ,00j  Brill.  Unc... 25.00 
1918  S Mint,  Fine  2.00jBT.Un  20.00 


1918  D Mint,  Brill.  Unc 30.00 

1919  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  30.00 

1920  Abt.  Unc  5.00j  Br.Unc...  9.00 

1921  V.  Gd.l.75f  Br.  Unc....  60,00 

1923  S,  Fine  2.50j  Unc 35.00 

1927  S,  Ex. Fine  2.50;  Br.Unc  15.00 
1929  S,  VF  1.50}  Brill. Unc...  8.50 

1931*  P or  D,  Br.  Unc.... 1.50 

1935  Brilliant  Uncirculated..  1.50 

1935  D Mint,  Brill.  Unc 2.00 

1936  Brilliant  Uncirculated..  1.25 

1936  S Mint,  Brill.  Unc 3. 00 

1936  D Mint,  Brill.  Unc 1.5o 

1937  Br.  Unc.  1.25}  Br. Proof.  9.00 

1937  S Mint,  Brill.  Unc 2.00 

1937  D Mint,  Brill.  Unc 1.50 

1938  Brilliant  Uncirculated..  1.25 

1938  D Mint,  Br.  Unc. SPECIAL.  6.00 

1939  P or  D,  Brill.  Unc 1.25 

1939  S Mint  (a  sleeper )Br. Unc  2.50 
19l|0  Br.Unc.  1.00}  Br. Proof . . .3.00 

19l*0  S Mint,  Brill.  Unc 1.00 

19l*l  With  Engravers'  initials. 

Brilliant  Proof  2.50 

19Ul  No  initials,  Br. Proof...  3.25 
19lil  Pair  of  above,  Br. Proof,  ii.75 

19Ul  P,S,D,  Br.Unc.  each 1.00 

19l*2  Brilliant  Proof 2.50 

1 9h2  P,S,D,  Brill.  Unc,  each.  1.00 
19l*3  to  1950,  P,S,D  Mints, 
selected  Brill.  Unc.  each 90 


VATICAN  SETS 

Complete  sets  of  19U7-U8-U9  from 
1 to  10  Lire  ( all  coinage  except 
gold)  in  special  red  leatherette 
lettered  holder.  Coins  are 
brilliant  Uncirculated. 

Per  set  - $1.00  3 Sets  - $2.50 


We  would  like  to  take  this  oppor- 
tunity to  personally  wish  each  and 
every  one  a Very  Merry  Christmas  and 
a Happy,  Healthful  New  Year  ! May 
1951  bring  Peace  and  Prosperity  to 
you  and  your  loved  ones. 

At  this  time  I would  also  like  to 
express  my  appreciation  for  the  many 
favors  shown  me  during  the  past  year. 
I am  indeed  grateful,  for  without 
your  support  COINS  AND  CHATTER  could 
not  have  been  a success.  It  is  my 
sincere  desire  to  serve  you  even 
better  and  to  a greater  extent  dur- 
ing the  coming  year.  Your  orders, 
large  or  small,  will  get  personal 
attention. 

Having  been  a collector  myself, 
and  still  retaining  a sincere  love 
for  coins,  I like  to  consider  my 
customers  as  fellow-collectors.  If 
you  have  any  problems  or  questions 
which  you  feel  I might  be  able  to 
help  you  with,  please  drop  me  a line 
and  I will  do  my  best  for  you.  May 
I help  you  to  make  1951  a Hobby 
Christmas  and  a Numismatic  New  Year  J 


HAKE  <;OLD  COINS 

SYRACUSE  Abt.  350  B.  C.  50  Litrae 
(Electrum),  Head  of  Persephone 

Very  Fine  $1*5.00 

MACED0N  359-336  B.C.  Stater,  head 
of  Philip . About  Unc ......... 100.00 

THRACE  (323-281)  Stater  of 
Iysimachus,  head  of  Alexander. 

Very  Fine  60.00 

ROME  ll*-37  A.  D.  Aureus  Tiberius 
The  Tribute  Penny  of  Biblical 

fame  in  gold.  Ext.  Fine 65.00 

ll*  A.D,  Aureus,  head  of  Augustus 

Fine  plus  65.00 

79-81  A.D.  Aureus  of  Titus. 

Fine  plus  50.00 

BRABANT  l6!*l  Double  Sovereign  of 
Philip  III.  MM  Antwerp.  V.Fine  50 .00 
POLAND  (16U8-68)  Triple  ducat  of 
John  Casimir.  View  of  city. 

Uncirculated  125.00 

BRANDENBURG-MARKEN  1738  10  Thaler 
or  Triple  Frederick  D'Or,  Bust  of 
Fred.  Wilhelm,  rare.  V.  Fine.. 65. 00 
CASEL-SAX0NY  (1760)  Erotic  ducat 
Hen  & Rooster.  Rare,  V.  Fine. .35.00 
BRAZIL  1852  20,000  Reis,  head  of 

Peter  II.  Ext.  Fine  50.00 

GUATEMALA  I87U  5 Pesos,  Unc..  37.50 
SALV ADORE  1892  20  Pesos,  Very 

rare.  Ext.  Fine  350.00 

FRANCE  1653  Louis  D'Or  of 

Louis  XIV.  Very  Fine 25.00 

HANOVER  1866  Krone  of  George  V. 

Unc.  with  proof  surface 35.00 

ITALY  Year  9,  Cis-Alpine  Republic 
20  Francs,  Marengo.  Unc 25.00 

UNITED  STATES 

1796  Castorland  Token,  Colonial 
coin  struck  for  New  York  (in  gold) 

Brilliant  Proof  100.00 

1799  $10.00  Gold,  V.  Fine 75.00 

1801  $10.00  Gold,  About  Unc..  90.00 
1808  $5.00  Gold,  V.Fine  plus.  37.50 
1913  $10.00  Gold,  S Mint,  scarce 

Very  Fine  plus  35.00 

1915  $20.00  Gold,  S Mint,  scarce 
Very  Fine  plus  62. 50 


-X"X~  COMMEMORATIVE  HALF  DOLLARS 
£ £ A-l  BRILLIANT  UNCIRCULATED 

1892  Columbian  Expos $ 1.25 

1893  Columbian  Expos 1.00 

1893  Isabelle  Quarter 7.50 

1900  Lafayette  Dollar 12.50 

1915  Pan- Pacific  Expos 20.00 

1918  Lincoln , ...  3.00 

1920  Maine  Centennial 5.00 

1920  Pilgrim 2.00 

•1921  Pilgrim  - SPECIAL 5.00 

.1921  Alabama,  plain  10.00 

1921  Alabama,  2x2  ...12.50 

1921  Missouri  27.50 

1921  Missouri,  2xb  27.50 

,1922  Grant  Memorial  3.00 

.1922  Grant  with  star  57. 50 

1923  Monroe  Doctrine  3.00 

192b  Huguenot  Walloon b.00 

1925  California  Jubilee  5.00 

1925  Lexington 2.75 

1925  Norse,  thin 7.50 

1925  Norse,  thick 2.00 

1925  Stone  Mountain  1.50 

1925  Vancouver  15.00 

1926  Philadelphia  Sesqui  2.75 

1927  Vermont  6.00 

1928  Hawaiian  Sesqui  35.00 

193b  Maryland  3.50 

1935  Connecticut  7.50 

1935  Hudson 15.00 

1935  Old  Spanish  Trail  12. 50 

1935  San  Diego  2.50 

1936  Albany,  New  York 5.00 

1936  Bridgeport 2.75 

1936  Cincinnati,  PDS  Set  25.00 

1936  Cincinnati  9.00 

1936  Cleveland  1.50 

1936  Columbia  3.75 

1936  Columbia,  PDS  Set  10.00 

1936  Delaware  3.50 

1936  Elgin 3.25 

1936  Gettysburg  5.00 

1936  Long  Island  2.00 

'1936  Lynchburg  b.00 

1936  Rhode  Island  2.50 

1936  Rhode  Island,  PDS  Set....  6.75 

1936  Norfolk 5.75 

1936  Robinson  2.50 


-V--V- 

s 1 

1936  San  Diego  2.50 

1936  San  Francisco  3.75 

1936  Wisconsin 3.00 

1936  York  County,  Maine  2.50 

1937  Antietam 10.00 

1937  Roanoke  3.50 

1938  New  Rochelle  7.50 

1935  Arkansas  2.00 

1935  Arkansas,  PDS  Set  9.50 

1936  Arkansas,  PDS  Set 5.00 

1936  Arkansas,  P Mint 2.00 

1937  Arkansas,  PDS  Set 10.00 

1938  Arkansas,  PDS  Set  17. 50 

1939  Arkansas,  PDS  Set  60.00 

193b  Boone  2.50 

1935  Boone  2.00 

1935  Boone,  PDS  Set  9.00 

1935  Boone,  Small  193b 2.00 

1935  Boone,  Sm  3b,  D-S  Set....60.00 

1936  Boone  2.00 

1936  Boone,  PDS  Set  9.00 

1937  Boone  2.00 

1937  Boone,  PDS  Set  50.00 

1938  Boone,  PDS  Set  60.00 

1926  Oregon  Trail  2.00 

1926  Oregon,  S Mint  2.00 

1928  Oregon  3.50 

1933  Oregon,  SPECIAL 5.00 

193b  Oregon 3.50 

1936  Oregon  2.00 

1936  Oregon,  S Mint,  SPECIAL..  5.00 

1937  Oregon 2.00 

1938  Oregon,  PDS  Set  10.00 

1939  Oregon,  PDS  Set  27.50 

193b  Texas  2.50 

1935  Texas,  P Mint 2,00 

1935  Texas,  PDS  Set  5.00 

1936  Texas,  PDS  Set 5.00 

1937  Texas,  PDS  Set  6.50 

1938  Texas,  PDS  Set  25.00 

19b6  Iowa  b.50 

19b6  B.  T.  Washington  Set  ....  3.50 
19b6  B.  T.  Washington,  P or  S.  1.25 
19b7  B.  T.  Washington  Set  ., 

19b8  B.  T.  Washington  Set  ., 

19b9  B.  T.  Washington  Set  ., 

1950  B.  T.  Washington  Set  ., 


SILVER  THREE  CENT  PIECES 


5.25 

7.50 

8.50 

8.50 


5.oo 

3.50 

2.50 
2.50 

.5o 


1851  V.  Fine  1.00)  Br.  Unc...$b,00 

1851  0 Mint,  Brill.  Unc 8.50 

l85l  0 Ext . Fine  to  Abt . Unc . . 

1851  0,  Very  Fine  

1851  0,  V.  Gd.  1.75)  Fine.... 

1852  Brilliant  Uncirculated., 

1852  V.  Gd.  25*5  Fine  

1853  Brilliant  Uncirculated. . .2.50 

1853  V.  Good  25*5  Fine 50 

185b  V.  Good  75*;  Fine  plus..  1.50 

1855  V.  Good  1.50;  Fine  3.00 

1856  V.  Fine  2.50;  Fine  ....  1.50 

1857  Brilliant  Uncirculated.,  b.00 

1857  V.  Good  50*;  Fine  1.00 

1858  V.  Good  35*)  Fine 50 

1859  Brilliant  Proof 7.50 

1859  Fine  1.00;  Brill.  Unc...  3.00 

1860  Unc.  2.50;  Brill.  Proof  7.50 

1861  Fine  50*;  Brill.  Unc...  1.50 

1862  Brilliant  Proof  7.50 

1863  Brilliant  Proof  15.00 

186b  Only  b70  struck.  Br.Prf.bO.OO 

1865  Brilliant  Proof 17 .50 

1866  Brilliant  Proof  ....... .10.00 

1867  Brilliant  Proof 10.00 

1868  Brilliant  Proof 10.00 

1869  Brilliant  Proof 15.00 

1870  Brilliant  Proof 10.00 

1871  Brilliant  Proof  12.50 

1872  Brilliant  Proof 15.00 

1872  Practically  Unc 7.50 

1873  Brilliant  Proof 20.00 


TWENTY  CENT  PIECES 

1875  Brilliant  Proof  $15.00 

1875  Good  1.50;  About  Unc..,..  6.00 
1875  S Mint,  Brilliant  Unc....  6.00 
1875  S Mint,  Very  Good  1.50 

1875  CC  Mint,  V.  Gd.  2.50;  Unc  20.00 

1876  Brilliant  Proof  17.50 

1876  Very  Fine  5.00 

1877  Brilliant  Proof,  rare , . . .b5.00 

1877  Brill.  Proof  (hairmarked)25. 00 

1878  Brill.  Proof,  rare  35.00 

NICKEL  THREE  CENT  PIECES 

BRILLIANT 


1865 

1866 

1867 

1868 

1869 

1870 

1871 

1872 
1873 
187b 

1875 

1876 


F-VF. 

.25 

.25 

.25 

.35 

.35 

.35 

1.25 

.75 

.35 

1.00 

2.00 

i.5o 


UNC. 

1.00 

1.25 

1.50 

2.00 

2.50 

2.50 

3.50 
3.00 
2.00 
b.50 
9.00 
5.oo 


PROOF 
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HALF  DOLLARS 

Philadelphia.  Denver.  San  Francisco  Mints 
Very  Limited  Issue  — Only  12,000  Sets 
Order  now  for  Select  Sets 


II 


S|»€kc*ial  Offer 
T.  Washington 

HALF  DOLLARS 


1946,  1947,  1948,  1949.  1950  SETS 
Brilliant  Uncirculated,  all  five  sets  $30.00 


COMMEMORATIVE  HALF  DOLLARS 

Ten  (10)  completely  different  types 
and  issues  in  Brilliant  Uncirculated  1888  1.00 


1877 


1878 

1879 

1880 
1881 
1882 
1883 
188b 

1885 

1886 
1887 


1.00 

.35 


1.50 


1.00 


PRICK  POSTPAID.  $8.50  PER  SET  condition.  ONLY $15.00  1 1889  

Safifyadcan you*  /x#fuy  Jatt 


1.75 


10.00 
7.50 
7.50 

7.50 

7.50 

10.00 

7.50 

6.75 

8.75 

15.00 

9.00 

67.50 

20.00 
b.00 
b.25 
3.25 
b.25 

3.50 
3.50 

5.00 
b.5o 

15.00 

3.00 


1.75  3.00 


NOTHSKATIC  STRAYS  A HD  EXILES 

The  manv  numismatists  in  America 
who  oollect  the  ooina  of  their  own 
country,  rarely  consider  the  coins 
of  other  countries,  or  else  they 
fail  to  appreciate  the  fact  that 
while  America  is  a large  and  popu- 
lous land,  there  are  yet  many  other 
large  and  civilized  nations  whose 
coins  are  comparable  to  our  own  in 
beauty  and  of  interest  to  many  other 
numismatists. 

The  practice  of  collecting  coins 
is  by  no  means  a monopoly  confined 
to  the  United  States  and  Canada. 
Although  there  are  millions  of  col- 
lectors of  coins  in  the  world  today, 
hardly  a fifth  of  these  are  to  be 
found  in  the  United  States  and 
Canada. 

The  fact  is,  however,  that  there 
is  probably  as  great  a number  of 
active,  ardent  collectors  in  Great 
Britain  say,  as  in  America,  without 
taking  into  consideration  those  of 
other  countries.  These  numismatists 
reciprocate  the  American  disinter- 
estness  in  the  beautiful  coinage  of 
their  own  country  by  giving  no 
thought  to  those  of  the  United 
States  and  Canada. 

Many  of  the  rarer  pieces  of  for- 
eign coinage  eventually  find  their 
way  back  to  the  country  of  their 
origin.  An  interesting  fact  about 
foreign  coins  is  that  many  a coin 
which  may  be  exceedingly  rare 
abroad  and  worth  a high  premium 
there,  is  more  likely  to  be  found 
here  in  the  United  States  than  in 
its  homeland.  Sometimes  in  the  past 
the  whole,  or  nearly  all,  of  an 
issue  of  coins  of  a European  country 
may  have  been  carried  or  sent  over- 
seas. For  instance,  in  l61;5  the 
Dutch  issued  coins  for  their  Indies, 
none  of  which  circulated  in  the 
Netherlands.  The  coins  did  not  re- 
main in  the  Indies  but  found  their 
way  to  New  York  where  they  circula- 
ted throughout  the  American  Colonies. 
In  Holland  today  there  are  numerous 
wealthy  collectors  who  would  gladly 
pay  a large  sum  for  such  coins  which 
in  the  United  States  are  merely  cur- 
ious old  coins  considered  secondary 
in  interest  to  a collector  of  Amer- 
ican coins.  A second  instance  of 
foreign  coins  used  abroad  is  that 
well-known  series  of  Wood's  coinage 
coined  for  Ireland  but  repudiated 
by  the  Irish  and  sent  to  America 
where  they  circulated  widely  in  the 
American  Colonies. 

How  many  rare  large  cents  or  sil- 
ver dollars  of  the  United  States 
repose  among  the  discards  of  some 
European  collector's  accumulation 
is  not  known,  but  there  are  many 
thousands  of  these  exiles  which 
would  be  welcomed  back  to  the  countiy 
from  which  they  were  taken  by  for- 
eign sailors  or  travelers  of  per- 
haps a century  ago.  _ Pelbe 


1858  Lg. 

1858  Sm. 

1859  .... 

1860  .... 

1861  .... 
1862  .... 
1863  .... 
136U  C.N. 


INDIAN  HEAD  CENTS 

PR  ILL  I ANT 


1861; 

1865 

1866 

1867 

1868 

1869 

1870 

1871 

1872 
1873 
187U 

1875 

1876 

1877 

1878 

1879 

1880 
1881 
1882 
1883 
1881; 

1885 

1886 

1887 

1888 

1889 

1890 

1891 

1892 

1893 
189U 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 
1901 
1902 
1903 
1901; 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 
1908 
1909 


L on  Rib. 


S Mint. 


V.Gd. 

Unc. 

Proof 

.35 

5.oo 

.50 

10.00 

.50 

10.00 

.25 

U.5o 

.25 

3.50 

1.00 

7.5o 

.15 

1.00 

9.00 

.15 

1.00 

9.00 

.1*0 

2.50 

.25 

3.50 

30.00 

6.00 

27.50 

.20 

3.00 

10.00 

2.00 

15.00 

22.50 

2.00 

12.50 

17.50 

2.00 

12.50 

17.50 

3.00 

i5.oo 

22.50 

2.75 

12.50 

20.00 

3.50 

15.00 

22.50 

5.00 

22.50 

27.50 

.75 

U.oo 

7.5o 

.75 

U.oo 

7.50 

.50 

6.00 

10.00 

1.25 

7.5o 

10.00 

7.5o 

17.50 

62.50 

1.25 

6.00 

8.5o 

F-VF. 

Unc. 

Proof 

“3o 

2.00 

"372^ 

• ho 

1.50 

3.25 

.50 

2.50 

3.50 

.Uo 

1.50 

2.50 

.35 

1.50 

2.50 

.50 

2.50 

3.00 

1.25 

5.50 

6.00 

.35 

2 .50 

3.00 

. .35 

1.50 

2.50 

.35 

2.00 

2.50 

.35 

1.75 

2.75 

.35 

i.5o 

2.50 

.35 

2.00 

3.00 

.35 

3.00 

3.50 

.35 

1.50 

3.00 

.5o 

2.00 

3.25 

.35 

2.00 

3.5o 

.1;0 

3.00 

1.75 

.Uo 

3.00 

U.75 

. .30 

2.50 

U.oo 

.30 

i.5o 

1;.00 

1 .30 

1.50 

3.25 

. .25 

1.00 

3.50 

. .25 

.85 

3.50 

, .25 

1.00 

3.50 

, .25 

.75 

3.00 

. .25 

.75 

2.50 

. .25 

.75 

3.50 

. .25 

.75 

3.50 

. .25 

1.00 

3.00 

, 2.50 

6.50 

. .25 

.75 

U.5o 

.12.50 

25.00 

SP£C//U 

12  Different  dates  of  Indiai  Head 
Cents,  each  and  every  one  brilliant 
Uncirculated,  at  a big  savings. 

12  Brill.  Unc.  pieces  - $10.00 

- Note  - 

We  have  a large  stock  of  circulated 
Small  Cents  in  Fine  to  About  Unc. 
including  rare  dates. 

Your  Want  List  solicited. 


JEWISH 

SHEKEL 

****** 


When  we  look  in  a Bible  Concor- 
dance, if  it  is  a complete  one,  we 
may  be  quite  surprised  to  find  we 
can  count  the  word  "shekel"  ninety- 
five  times  in  the  Old  Testament, 
and  not  a single  time  in  the  New. 

We  know  that  all  of  those  references 
must  have  applied  to  a certain 
weight  of  metal,  not  once  to  a coin. 
It  is  when  we  enter  upon  those  ex- 
ceedingly valuable  books  of  Jewish 
history,  THE  MACCABEES  in  the 
APOCRYPHA,  that  we  find  the  Jews 
about  to  have  their  own  money, 
struck  by  themselves  for  themselves: 
"I  give  thee  leave  to  coin  money 
for  thy  country  with  thine  own 
stamp."  (Mac.  15:  6) 

Those  were  the  words  written  to 
Simon  Maccabaeus  "the  high  priest 
and  prince  of  his  nation,  and  to 
the  people  of  the  Jews,"  by 
Antiochus  VII  (Sidetes  - pronounced 
an- tie ' o-cus  sy-day'  teez),  king 
of  Syria.  He  was  called  Sidetes 
because  he  was  born  at  Side  in 
Pamphylia  of  southern  Asia  Minor. 

As  king  of  Syria  he  now  had  dominion 
over  the  Jews.  With  this  permission 
given  by  him  there  appeared  the  first 
coins  of  the  Jewsj  that  is,  they  are 
accepted  as  first  by  most  numisma- 
tists — shekels  and  half-shekels, 
made  in  the  first  year  of  Simon 
Maccabaeus,  which  corresponds  with 
B.  C.  139. 

The  issues  of  shekels  and  half- 
shekels were  undoubtedly  small,  for 
they  seem  to  have  disappeared  from 
circulation  by  Jesus'  time.  The 
year  of  Simon  Maccabaeus  in  which 
they  were  made  is  always  indicated 
above  the  cup  on  the  obverse.  In 
the  field,  reading  right  to  left,  in 
Samaritan  characters,  is  the  in- 
scription "Shekel  Israel."  The  de- 
sign is  generally  supposed *to  re- 
present the  pot  of  manna: 

"And  Moses  said  unto  Aaron,  Take 
a pot,  and  put  an  omer  full  of 
manna  therein,  and  lay  it  up 
before  the  Lord,  to  be  kept 
for  your  generations." 

(Ex.  16:  33) 

On  the  reverse  is  a branch  with 
three  blossoms,  thought  to  represent 
Aaron's  rod  that  "budded  and  brought 
forth  buds,  and  bloomed  blossoms 
and  yielded  almonds."  (Num.  17:  8) 

The  inscription  on  the  reverse  is 
"Jerusalem  the  Holy." 

The  almond  tree  - first  to  blossom 
[in  the  spring,  even  before  winter  is 
over,  became  the  symbol  of  divine 
promptitude  and  watchfulness.  Bowls 
of  the  golden  candlestick  and  of  the 
virgin's  lamp  were  made  almond- 
shaped. 

- Florence  Aiken  Banks 


BOLIVIAN  "TAKE-HOME"  CQT.T.ECTORS 
The  monetary  needs  of  the  early 
Spaniards  in  South  America  created 
a number  of  small  mints  scattered 
throughout  wide  areas,  which  in  it- 
self was  a drawback,  but  the  real 
difficulty  lay  in  the  fact  that  too 
many  mint  workers  were  taking  home 
samples.  The  loss  through  this 
pilfering  became  so  great  that  it 
was  decided  to  centralize  the  coin- 
age in  Potosi,  and  work  on  the 
moneda  (Mint)  got  under  way  in  1753 

Potosi,  the  city  of  the  Silver 
Mill,  was  the  irresistible  lure 
that  led  the  Spanish  explorers  to 
brave  the  tremendous  altitude  of 
mountain  passages  with  its  dreaded 
soroche  which  developed  when  breath 
came  in  gasps  and  blood  spurted 
from  nose  and  mouth,  to  reach  their 
goal  16,006  feet  above  sea  level, 
Potosi  was  the  fabulous  city  that 
spent  ten  million  dollars  celebrat- 
ing the  coronation  of  Philip  II  of 
Spain. 

It  was  a gigantic  task  in  plan- 
ning and  erecting  the  Mint,  and  ex- 
pensive . The  building  was  a huge 
structure  covering  two  blocks,  with 
a crown  of  barrel  vaulting  over 
which  ran  steps  for  the  sentinels. 
When  the  work  was  commenced  in  1753, 
special  roads  were  made  to  bring 
huge  wooden  beams  from  Oran  in  Ar- 
gentina. These  were  dragged  by  an 
army  of  Indians  with  mules.  The 
coinage  presses,  made  entirely  of 
wood  and  hauled  by  natives  over 
seven  hundred  miles,  did  not  begin 
coining  until  seven  years  later, 
though  it  actually  took  twenty  years 
before  the  Mint  was  completely  fin- 
ished. From  1760  to  1872  this  wood- 
en machinery  was  in  constant  use 
striking  off  a billion  and  a half 
silver  bolivianos,  and  two  million 
gold  pieces.  Silver  from  the  mines 
was  coined  and  returned  after  a de- 
ducted tax  of  twenty  percent  went 
into  the  officials. 

On  the  floor  beneath  the  machinery 
countless  mules  turned  the  wheels 
for  over  one  hundred  and  twelve 
years.  It  was  due  to  these  mules 
that  the  Mint  officials  were  finally 
forced  to  resort  to  steam  presses. 
Despite  constant  vigilance  of  guards 
and  the  careful  search  of  each  Mint 
yrorker,  a regular  leakage  occurred. 
Eventually  it  was  discovered  that 
the  Indians  were  filling  the  ears  of 
their  animals  with  silver  and  smug- 
gling it  out. 


COMMEMORATIVE 
AUSTRIA 

1851;  Dbl.  Gulden  on  marriage  of 
Joseph  & Elizabeth.  Ex. Fine . .$3.50 
BAVARIA 

1838  3i  Gulden,  restoration  of 
Kingdom,  names  in  8 wreaths. 

About  Uncirculated 7.50 

181;7  Dbl.  Thaler,  head  Louis  I. 
Statue  to  Julius  Echter.Prf. .15.00 
1855  Dbl.  Gulden,  Restoration  of 
Madonna  column  in  Munich. 

About  Uncirculated... 3. 00 

1871  Taler, Franco- Prussion  Victory. 

Uncirculated 2.50 

1911  5 Marks,  Death  of  Lvitpold, 
Uncirculated lj.oo 

1911  3 Marks,  Lvitpold,  Unc..  2.00 

1912  Silver  Medal  on  death  of 
Lvitpold,  3 Mark  size.  Bust  in  very 
high  relief.  Uncirculated....  2.00 

BRUNSWIC K-LUNEBURG 
1915  5 Marks,  heads  of  Ernst  and 
Victoria.  Fbr  receipt  of  Duchy  in 
1913.  Ins.  ENDS  BRAUNSCHWEIG 
C.W.55.  Brilliant  Proof....  25.00 
1915  5 Marks,  same  but  U-LUNEB 
added  to  inscription.  CW  56. 

Brilliant  Proof 15.00 

GERMAN  REPUBLIC 
1925  5 Marks,  1,000th  year  of 
Rhineland.  CW  1,  Brill.  Prf.. 

1925  5 Marks,  same,  Abt.Unc.. 

1925  3 Marks,  Rhineland,  Unc. 

1927  5 Marks,  Oak  Tree,  CW  1;, 
Uncirculated  .................2.00 

1927  5 Marks,  U.  Tuebingen,  CW  3, 

Uncirculated  3.50 

1927  3 Marks,  Bremerhaven,  CW  20, 

Uncirculated  2.50 

1927  3 Mks,  Nordhausen,  CW  21, 

Brilliant  Proof 5.00 

1927  3 Mks,  U.  of  Marburg,  CW  22, 

Brilliant  Proof  5.00 

1927  3 Mks,  U.  of  Tuebingen,  CW  23 

Uncirculated  2.50 

1928,  3 Mks,  Death  of  Durer,  CW  2k 
Uncirculated  ................  2.50 

1929  5 Mks,  Birth  of  Lessing,  CW  5, 

Uncirculated  3.50 

1929  5 Mks.  Meissen,  CW  6,  Un.  3.50 
1929  3 Mks,  U.  Naumburg,  CW  25, 

Uncirculated  2.50 

1929  3 Mks  Lessing,  CW  27, Unc. 2. 00 
1929  3 Mks,  Constitution,  CW  29, 

Uncirculated  2.00 

1929  3 Mks.  Waldeck,  CW  28 

Uncirculated ' 2.50 

1929  3 Mks,  Anniv.  of  Meissen, 

CW  30,  Unc.  2.50j  Br.  Proof..  5.00 


Velation,  they  began  to  feed  the 


EUROPEAN  SILVER  COINS 

GERMAN  REPUBLIC 

1930  5 Mks.  Graf  Zeppelin,  CW  8, 

Uncir.  7.50j  Br.  Proof 12.50 

1930  5 Mks.  Rhineland,  CW  9,Un.35o 
1930  3 Mks.  Graf  Zeppelin,  CW  31 
Unc.  ii.OOj  Brilliant  Proof...  7.50 
1930  3 Mks.  Vogelweide,  CW  32 
Uncirculated  ................  2.50 

1930  3 Mks.  Rhineland, CW  33, 

Uncirculated .2.00 

1931  3 Mks.  Magdenberg,  CW  3k, 

Uncirculated  2.50 

193it  5 Mks,  Potsdam  Church,VF  1.00 

LUBECK 

1908  3 Mks,  Brill.  Proof 5.00 

MECKLENBURG-SCHWERIN 
1915  5 Mks,  busts  Friedrich  I & III 
Centennial  issue,  CW  80.Br.Pf .15.00 
1915  3 Mks,  similar  CW  8l,Unc.2.50 
PRUSSIA 

1891;  Medallic  Taler,  Peach  with 

Bismark.  Br.  Proof,  rare 7.50 

1901  5 Mks,  Bicentennial, CW  9k, 

Uncirculated 2.50 

1901  2 Mks,  similar  CW  101;, 

Brilliant  Proof 2.50 

1911  3 Mks,  U.  of  Breslau,  CW  98, 
Heads  of  Win. II  & III,  Very 
Fine  1.00;  Brilliant  Proof...  5.00 
1913  3 Mks,  War  of  Liberation, 

Uncirculated  1.00 

1913  2 Mks,  same,  Unc  75rfj 

Brilliant  Proof 3.00 

1913  2 Mks,  Head  Wm  II.  25th  year 

of  reign.  Brill.  Proof 3.50 

1913  Silver  Medal  3 Mark  size  for 

25th  year  of  reign.  Unc 1.50 

1911;  5 Mks,  Military,  Br.Prf.  6.00 
1915  3 Mks,  Union  of  Mansfield. 

CW  102,  Unc.,  scarce  ........  R.OO 

SAX0NT 

1792  Victory  Gulden,  Proof...  5.00 

1871  Victory  Taler,  Unc 1.5o 

1872  Dbl.  Taler,  Wedding  of  John  & 

Amalie.  Ext.  Fine 5.00 

1908  2 Mks.  U.  of  Jena,  Unc..  1.00 

1909  5 Mks,  U.  of  Leipzig, Unc  5.00 
1913  3 Mks,  Battle  of  Nations 
Monument,  Br.  Proof,  rare....  5.00 

WURTTEMBERG 

1871  Taler,  Franco-Prussian  Victory 

Uncirculated 1.5o 

1911  3 Mks,  Silver  Wedding, Unc  2.00 
Mks, 


7.50 

2.50 

1.50 


BOLIVIAN  "TAKE-HOME"  COLLECTORS 
(Continued) 

modem' machinery  from  the  United 

Changing  their  tactics  at  this  re-fj'+u63  "aS  fnftalled*  Shortly  aftei, 
•1 t . . . P^-th  a mountain  of  silver  just  a ' 


patient  mules  the  silver,  and  to  evenj^f  th®  Bolivlan  eovern- 

hide  the  seme  ^ ° :Ie?nent  decided  silver  coins  were  too 


191U  3 Mks,  Brill.  Proof,  rare  6.00 

Fifteenth  Edition  1951 
STANDARD  CATALOGUE 
UNITED  STATES  COINS 


hide  the  some  in  the  sores  and  cuts 
of  these  hard  working  bests. 

In  1872,  Bolivia  adopted  steam 
machinery.  Twenty-five  years  later 


were  too 

expensive  to  make,  and  made  a con- 
tract with  England  to  do  their  coin- 
ing of  ten  cent  pieces. 

- Clarence  M.  Fink 


From  1652  to  present  day 

VALUATIONS  REVISED 

An  important  addition 

A complete  list  of  RESTRIKES  with 
full  information  on  the  origin  of 

this  series New  illustration 

of  varieties  of  LARGE  and  HALF 
CENTS. 

Edited  by  Wayte  Raymond  PRICE  $3.00 
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